In birds, the time immediately after oviposition has been assumed to be particularly favourable for an insemination to fertilize eggs. Based on this assumption, Thornhill (1988, Verhandlungen der Deutschen Zoologischen Gesellschaft, 81, 145-154) suggested that a particular vocalization, the postoviposition cackle, of female fowl, Gallus gallus, signalled a peak in fertility, which incited male sexual behaviour and resulted in females copulating with the most dominant males. It may therefore benefit females by indirectly selecting for competitive copulation partners. We tested this hypothesis in a free-ranging population of feral fowl. Contrary to the hypothesis, we found that: (1) postoviposition cackling was associated with a significantly lower probability of a female obtaining a copulation; and (2) males did not respond any differently to the experimental playback of the postoviposition cackling and a control call. These results are consistent with the period immediately after oviposition being an unfavourable time for an insemination to fertilize eggs. One function of postoviposition cackling may thus be to avoid the costs of sexual harassment by signalling to males a particularly unsuitable time for fertilization.
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Sexual conflict over reproduction may lead to the evolution of sexual antagonism, whereby one sex evolves traits to counteract the control over reproduction exerted by the other sex (Parker 1984; Holland & Rice 1999) . While it is in the reproductive interest of females to maximize the quality of their copulation partners, males often constrain female choice (Thornhill 1980; Clutton-Brock & Parker 1995; Gowaty & Buschhaus 1997) , and hence, females have been traditionally considered to play a passive role in sexual selection (Cunningham & Birkhead 1998; Hrdy 1999) . However, the current emphasis on the female perspective has shown that females might adopt more subtle strategies to influence paternity (Eberhard 1996 (Eberhard , 1998 Copulation calls may signal the females' receptivity and by so doing promote competition between males, and may therefore indirectly select socially dominant males (Montgomerie & Thornhill 1989; Semple 1998) . Males of superior competitive ability may father offspring of superior quality to the extent to which competitive ability shows heritable variation (Thornhill 1988) . By advertising sexual receptivity, a female may also copulate with more than one partner, thus triggering intrasexual competition in the form of sperm competition (Davies et al. 1996; Semple 1998) , through which females may obtain one or more direct and indirect benefits (Birkhead & Parker 1997; Birkhead & Møller 1998) . Hence, the function of female copulation calls may be to manipulate male sexual behaviour and allow females to maximize partner quality, before or after copulation, particularly in systems where the direct selection of copulation partners is relatively costly to females (e.g. Zenone et al. 1979; Olsson 1995; Hoi 1997) .
The postoviposition cackle (hereafter cackle) of the female red junglefowl, Gallus gallus, and domestic fowl, G. g. domesticus, is a loud, repetitive call consisting of a series of brief elements followed by a final more extended syllable, uttered after oviposition (Baeumer 1955; McBride et al. 1969; Etches 1996) . Anecdotal accounts suggest that it might attract males (McBride et al. 1969) , and be followed by copulation (Baeumer 1955) . Thornhill (1988) reported that in female red junglefowl cackling
